
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Musical Upcoming Stars in the Classics 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Classical Cabarets 

Your Project Summary: A lively concert format, introducing a wide range of chamber music repertoire by 

familiar and little-known composers in an intimate setting, allowing emerging professionals to gain 

performing experience for audiences who enjoy live performances. Musicians are employed from among 

conservatory students and recent graduates and given paid professional performing opportunities. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3200 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: "Classical Cabarets" would offer artistic & cultural vibrancy by providing opportunities for 

emerging professionals to perform classical works and build their resumes and repertoire. It clearly fosters 

community with the performers, however I would liked to have seen more evidence of how it would 

provide public benefit for the audience that you are attempting to make chamber music more accessible 

to, particularly with the number of shows that you intend to produce. How would the project contribute 

to lively and energetic neighborhoods? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. This project provides public benefit by presenting 

a desirable, yet not always heard, mix of musical pieces. By providing working opportunities for young 

musicians on the verge of a career, this project has demonstrated artistic vibrancy. The plan and budget 

are solid, demonstrating organizational capacity. One suggestion is to make the goal something other than 

the completion of the project itself; consider a goal that is the result or affect of the project being 

complete, and figuring out how to measure that. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Artistic and cultural vibrancy of this applicant is clearly high, but due to the emphasis on 

public benefit I have scored this proposal as a "somewhat." The project feels still like a pet project of the 

founder Jodi Kanter. The grant funds are going to pay her, she is picking all the music and preparing the 

arrangements, and this program is something that has happened for the past 7 years. What is new about 

the project? This would have been helpful to understand the public benefit. It's clear that there is a benefit 

to emerging chamber music professionals, but that wasn't enough for me to score as a "Yes." The budget 

was sound, and I appreciated that it planned for diverse revenue sources. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria. The non-traditional space being used by the project is 

interesting and appears to work well for the organization. They have a clear sight on outcome for 

measuring progress against their goal. They have a comprehensive plan to work with the community and 

offered a bit of insight into their plan for increased accessibility. I would have liked to have had more 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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information about their audience demographics and any plans of reaching the community through 

marketing beyond their artistic network. The budget is clear and reasonable. I would have liked more 

information about their grants and earned income. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal fits the funding criteria. The primary 'public' benefitting is the young 

performers who get paid opportunities to do chamber performances, so clearly M.U.S.i.C. uses its 

knowledge of this community to drive its work.  The Classical Cabaret series offers artistic and cultural 

vibrancy by engaging qualified artists and by contributing vibrancy to an area outside of the urban 

core/University Circle area.  The reasonable budget, helpful attachments, and survey responses indicate 

strong organizational capacity.  I'm surprised surveys are required since there are only 10-15 performers; 

it seems like one-on-one conversations would be possible.  Although it is helpful to have written quotes, 

and perhaps surveying allows for confidential responses. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, M.U.S.i.C meets the funding criteria. This is a strong application that demonstrates the 

organization's clear plans to implement the project while still showing public benefit/community involved 

and clearly explaining the project itself - a good balance of all three that enables me to fully support their 

Classical Cabarets project. The organization is thoughtful about the community it serves, the artists and 

performances, and seeks to help young performers build their resume while being paid fairly for their 

work. M.U.S.i.C has built strong fundraising relationships that will help sustain the organization for future 

years. They have a clear plan to meet the match. The organization could talk more about their process for 

accepting feedback from all stakeholders and how that information is used for continuous improvement. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


